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SCbacksUCC to settle
personal lawconflicts
BhAvini MishrA
NewDelhi, 10March

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday observed that the
introduction of a Uniform
Civil Code (UCC) may be the
most effective way to address
conflicts arising from the
operation of different
personal laws.
The court was hearing a

petition alleging that certain
provisions of Muslim
personal law infringe the
rightsofwomen.
A Bench comprising Chief

Justice of India Surya Kant,
Justice Joymalya Bagchi, and
Justice R Mahadevan indi-
cated that the question of
reforming personal laws
would be better addressed
throughlegislationratherthan
judicial intervention. Justice
Bagchi remarked that striking
downpersonal lawprovisions
without an alternative
statutory framework could
create legal uncertainty.
According to him, a compre-
hensive lawenactedbyParlia-
mentwouldbebettersuitedto
resolvesuch issues.
“Declaring personal laws

voidwould leave a vacuum. It
wouldbemoreappropriatefor
the legislature to step in and
enact a Uniform Civil Code,”
he said, noting that the Court
hadearlieralsorecommended
the idea. Referring to aspects
of Muslim personal law, he
observed that questions
concerning practices such as
unilateral divorce or bigamy
involve complex legal
consequences that cannot be
easily invalidated through
judicialorders.
The Chief Justice con-

curred with the view, stating
thatauniformcodecouldpro-
videaconsistent solution.
During the hearing, the

Bench also questioned the
petitioners regarding their
challenge to the Muslim Per-
sonal Law (Shariat) Applica-
tion Act, 1937, which they

claim discriminates against
Muslim women, particularly
in matters of succession.
The Court pointed out that if
the1937lawwerestruckdown,
it could leave a legal void
regarding the applicable rules
of succession.
“If the 1937Act is set aside,

what will govern the field?
What fills that vacuum?” the
CJIasked.
Senior Advocate Prashant

Bhushan, appearing for the
petitioners, argued that the
Sharia-based framework
provideswomenwithonlyhalf
the inheritance share ofmen.
He suggested that if the 1937
Act were invalidated, the
Indian Succession Act could
apply instead, which grants
equal inheritance rights to
menandwomen.
However, Justice Bagchi

questioned whether, in the
absenceofthestatute,Muslim
successionwould continue to
be governed by uncodified
personal lawunderArticle 372
oftheConstitution,whichpre-
servespre-existing laws.
TheChief Justice also cau-

tioned against judicial steps
that could inadvertently

reduce existing entitlements
available toMuslimwomen.
“In our eagerness to bring

reforms, we must be careful
that women are not left with
fewer protections than they
currently have. If the 1937 Act
goes,whatreplacesitisthereal
question,”hesaid.
Bhushan maintained that

inheritance is amatter of civil
rights and cannot be
considered an essential relig-
ious practice protected under
Article 25 of the Constitution.
HefurtherarguedthatMuslim
women should enjoy the
same inheritance rights as
Muslimmen.
The Bench, however,

indicated that the matter
may require legislative action
and suggested that the
petitioners consider revising
theirplea toproposeworkable
alternatives.
“Whatultimatelymattersis

that if a section of Indian
women is being denied their
rights, those rights must be
restored. You may consider
amending your petition and
placing alternative solutions
before the Court,” the Chief
Justice said.

CBSEorders reviewafterQRcode ‘rickroll’
Board says Class 12Maths question paper was genuine, security intact
AuhonAMukherjee
NewDelhi, 10March

TheCentralBoardofSecondaryEduca-
tion (CBSE) saidonTuesday that itwas
undertakinga serious reviewof its pro-
cesses to ensure that the security of
examination papers remained intact
after a QR code “rickrolling” incident
wentviralonsocialmedia.
OnMarch9, students appearing for

theClass 12Mathematics board exam-
inationnoticedthattheQRcodeprinted
onsomequestionpapersredirectedtoa
meme, raising questions about the
authenticityof thepaper.
CBSE clarified that the question

papersweregenuineandsecure.
“It isherebyconfirmedbytheBoard

that the question papers are genuine.
The security of the question papers
remains uncompromised,” the Board
said inapublicstatement.
“While theconcernabouttheverac-

ity of the questionpapers has beenput
torest, thematterhasbeenviewedseri-
ously and necessary steps are being
takenby theBoard to ensure that such
issues are not repeated in the future,”

the statement added. The QR codes
printed on CBSE papers are typically
intended as a security and authenti-
cation feature toverify theauthentic-
ity of examinationmaterials.
During the Class 12 Mathematics

board examination held on March 9,
some students reported that aQRcode
printedonthequestionpaperappeared

to redirect to themusic videoof “Never
Gonna Give You Up” by Rick Astley
when scanned. The song is widely
associated with the internet prank
knownas“rickrolling,”andtheincident
quicklygainedtractiononsocialmedia,
withusersclaimingthattheexampaper
hadeffectively“rickrolled”students.
“Rickrolling” refers to a long-run-

ning internet prank inwhichusers are
tricked into clicking a link that unex-
pectedlyredirects themtothatparticu-
lar music video. Originating on the
online forum 4chan in the late 2000s,
the bait-and-switch meme spread
widely across platforms such as You-
Tube, becoming one of the internet’s
most recognisablepranks.

Chapter on ‘judicial graft’: NCERT issues
public apology, says bookwithdrawn
TheNCERTissuedapublicapology
onTuesdayfor includingachapter
on judicialcorruptioninarecent
bookthathadearnedtheSupreme
Court’s ire,andsaidtheentire text-
bookhadbeenwithdrawn.
Thesocial sciencetextbookfor

Class8statedthatcorruption,a
massivebacklogofcasesandthe
lackofanadequatenumberof
judgesareamongthechallenges
facedbythe judicial system.
CJIKantstronglyobjectedtoa

chapteron judicialcorruptioninthe
NCERT'sClass8curriculum,saying
nobodyonearthwouldbeallowed
todefamethe judiciaryandtaint its
integrity.TheSupremeCourt
imposeda"completeblanketban"
onanyfurtherpublication, reprint-
ingordigitaldisseminationof the
NCERT'sClass8social sciencebook
as itcontains"offending"contenton
corruptioninthe judiciary, sayinga
gunshothasbeenfiredandthe insti-
tutionisbleeding. PTI

RickAstley in the 1987musicvideo
of“NeverGonnaGiveYouUp,” the
song that ispartof aviralprank,
popularly referred toas ‘rickrolling’

BCCI announces ~131 crore
reward for India’s T20 team
The Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) on
Tuesday announced a cash
reward of ~131 crore for the
entire Indian squad following
its third T20 World Cup
victoryonMarch8.
The amount covers 15

players, coaching staff, and
othersupportstaff.
As per sources, theplayers

arecertaintogetlion'sshareof
the rewardmoneywhile sup-
port staff amount will be
decidedasperhierarchy.
The amount is an incre-

mentof~6crorefromthe~125
crore that Rohit Sharma’s
team was awarded back in
2024.
Asper sources, eachof the

15 players will receive Rs 6
croreeachwhileremainingRs
41 crore will be distributed
amongentiresupportstaff.

“The Board congratulates
the players, support staff and
selectors once again on this
historic achievement and
wishes them continued
success in the future,” BCCI
secretaryDevajitSaikiasaidin
astatement.
India lifted theprestigious

trophy after defeating New
Zealandby96runsinthefinal
attheNarendraModiStadium
in Ahmedabad on Sunday,
successfully defending the
title and becoming the first
team in the history of the
tournament to retain the ICC
Men’sT20WorldCup.
Withthisvictory,Indiaalso

became the first team to win
the ICCMen’s T20WorldCup
three times, further cement-
ing its place among the most
successfulteamsinthehistory
of theformat. PTI

Restaurants consider raisingprices
by 20-30%amidLPGshortage
AkshArA srivAstAvA
NewDelhi, 10March

Eatingout is likely to getmore
expensive as input costs rise
due to oil price volatility and
restaurantspassdownthecost
to consumers, even as they
deal with an immediate chal-
lenge of shortage of commer-
cialLPGcylinders requiredfor
keepingtheirkitchensgoing.
Several restaurants are

preparingtoraisepricesby20-
30percentbynextmonth,ear-
lier than the typical cycle of
price hikes that takes place in
June-July, said industry
executives. “Restaurants
anyway revise prices around
July,butwiththecurrentcrisis,
wemayundertake thesehikes
as early as April,” Sagar
Daryani, co-founder and chief

executive officer at Wow!
MomotoldBusinessStandard.
India’shospitality industry

is a significant consumer of
commercial LPG. Prices of
commercial LPG cylinders
were hiked by~115 earlier this
month, reaching ~1,883 per
cylinder in places like Delhi,
following the rise in global
fuel costs due to disruption in
WestAsia.Theimpactofrising
raw material costs is unlikely
to be fully absorbed by the
industry, andhencebepassed
ontoconsumers.
Restaurants are prepar-

ing for a deeper hit, with
packaging material costs
expected to go up as well,
saidmarket watchers.
“Westillhaveoldpackaging

remaining, but once that is
exhaustedwewill have to pay

more for new packaging
material which will be more
expensive.Ifwearenotshutby
then, we will have to raise
prices for customers,” said
Puneet Kohli, director of Sita
RamDiwanChand.
While alternatives such as

electric or induction-based
cooking are gradually emerg-
ing, they are not yet viable for
mostcommercialkitchensthat
rely on high-intensity, fast-
pacedcookingmethodstypical
of Indiancuisine.
“Transitioning to such sys-

tems also involves significant
cost and infrastructure
changes.Atpresent,theindus-
try has no practical alter-
native,” said Pradeep Shetty,
vicepresident,TheFederation
of Hotels and Restaurant
Associationsof India (FHRAI).

Theapexcourtwashearingapetitionalleging that certain
provisionsofMuslimpersonal law infringeon the rightsof
women.The topcourt saidUCCcouldbe thewayout
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